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lsraall Keshal Chaim dancers celebrale Israel's Independence Day at a festival in
Westwood Plaza Monday affernoon. See story, page 5.
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Israel Day festivities

promote nation, culture

By Joshua Romonek

Bystanders clapped 1o the lively
beat of lsraeli folk twnes as a
Jewish dance wroupe and a chil-
dren’s chaar performed Monday at
UCLA in homor of Israsl's 430d
birthday,

Promoied a3 Ismel Day, the
event attracted morg than 60
UCLA smdents, “(The lnmoul)
was even bi than we hoped
for,” said Adina Jaffe, co-chair of
the Israe!l Action Coalition, which
sponsored the event along with the
UCLA Jewish Swdent Union,

Hopefully, the festivities will

increase people’s excitement
about Israel and its culture, said
Jaffe, who spend 3 year in Israel
and eventually plans w live thers.

The celebration fell within a
week of the Israeli Independence
Day, sald JSU President Kira Burt.
The event was scheduled for
Jamusary bul postponed until Mon-
day because of the Persian Gulf
war, Although April 18 was Israch
Independence Day acconding o
the U5, calendar, Tsraelis will be
celebrating Isrnel's independence
May 14 according 10 the Hebrew
calendar

A children's choir perfonmed

raditional Ismaeli folk songs which
quickly drew an audience, The
Vallay Beth Shalom Children's
Choir, 8 group of ning-year-olds
from an Encind synagogue, also
sang a round of “It"s A Small
World."™

A local dance company also
displayed its ialents, Keshei
Chaim, whose nume meéans “life
comnection,” has iraveled worl-
dwide, performing al the 1984
Clympic Celebration, the LA,
Dance Festival and the Isracli
Dhance Festival.

Although some of the dancers
are mative Califomians, most ame

transplanied Israclis now living in
Los Angeles.

In addition 1 the entertainment,
sludents were welcome o tasie
“fing Isracli cuwising,” said Bury
referring 10 some Ismeli snack
foods that were available nearby,

Other Jewish organizations
were aleo preseml al Westwood
Plaza, providing information to
interested studens,

The American Isrsel Public
A%ﬁ:ﬂmm ifee is ol
o ugh a new I
tign. The Commiges mﬂ'frlm-m
Can-Isragli Relations is an
extremely pro-lsraeli group which

up
kobbyist in San Francisco, She has

the best experience of my life”

The festivitics were cutb shon
when guest speaker Uri Dvomi
from the World Zionist Organiza-
tion could not make his scheduled

appearance,
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students express their pride in Israel,”
sald Adina Jaffe, co-chalir of the Israel




Over three hundred people
celebrated Israel's forry-third year of
independence in UCLA's Westwood
Plaza on Monday, April 2. The
festivides, co-sponsored by UCLA's
Taracli Action Coalition (IAC) and the
Jewish Student Union, gave students
a taste of Israel through music,
dance, food, and lsrael program
information.

Assudents walked down Bruin Walk,
they were greeted by a mass of bluc
and white balloons, and several large
Israeli flags. A colorful wall exhibic
featured posiers of
Israel's people, holy
sites, and scenic
landscapes, as well
as other marerials
from Haganal
Hatevah, (Prowectionof
Mature), an lsraell
environmental so-
ciety.

*1 think that

programs like these
help the students
expresa their pride in
Israel,” said Adina
Jaffe, cochalr of the
Israel Action coaliion and the event
She and Elaine Kealer, also cochair
of IAC and the event, believe that the

evenl increased excitement for lsrael

o (1L 8

"Wmﬂh!l:q through the plaza made me
wish 1 was in Israel,” said student Avital
Elad.

The Keshat Chaim (Rainbow of Life)
dance ensemble helped to create the
Israeli atmosphere through Isracli folk
Dances. The troop, which performed at
the 1984 Olympics, is currently the only
professional Isracli dance group in Los
Angeles,

The group opened with a
raditional Israeli dance, with the
members dressed in white and blue
costumes. Their second act, a hassidic
number, was designed 1o take the
audience back to Europe to observe
the interactions between the hassidic
men and women in a small Russian
village. In the first part of the act, the
women covered their hair with
handkerchiefs, but as they came oul
[or the second part, the women were
dressed as peasan is, with their hair
hidden under classic styled Russian
hats. The men, unable to distinguish

their gender, began dancing
competitions with the women, until
one woman lost her hat and their
secret was revealed. The men and
women began to dance together and
ahuge tallit (Jewish prayer shawl) was
held up by the troop.

The troop ended with a number
that represented the Yemenite
segment of the Israeli population.
Students  clapped along with the
rhythmic music as the six couples
performed the Mideastern dance.

Between dances, the audience

was entertained by
Valley Beth Shalom's
children’s choir, The
choir sang songs of
peace along with a
variety of Hebrew
folk songs. One of the
songs used the me-
lody of “It"s a Small
World® with lyrics
dedicated to Israel.
Although the
program began with
large quan*ities of
tasty Israeli reas, the
food complementary
for everyone who stopped by, quickly
began to disappear. The assortment
of dishes included several varieties
of lsraeli and Turkish salads that
were stuffed into pita bread.
Borekhas, a wraditional Mideastern
pastry filled with cheese, spinach, and
potatoes, were enjoyed along with
an assortment of Israeli nuts,
chocolates and cookies.

A cake, decorated with an edible
[sracli fag, was disributed 1o the
many people enjoying the event.

Several groups set up booths
offering general information about
Israel. One table was an lsracli
Programs Fair, offering information
about different programs in Ismel.
The Committee for American lsrael
Relations (AIPAC on campus)
manned a booth, The United Jewish
Fund, UCLA's [SU and [AC all ran
booths flled with Nyers and leaflets.

Swudents eagerly gathered the
information, expressing hopes 1o go to
Istael this summer of next year.

“This is great!® said stizdemt Elisa
Pretsky. “But nothing can come close to
actually being there.”
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