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Dancing Across a Cultural Divide

il State Northeidge willbe the of the Keshet Chaim Dance Ensemble,
o this weclend of a 1t the Ameriean-Leraeli group based in
ance diplomacy, ‘Shermun Cuks. As Benson exgladned,
An Amerbean-lsraseli donce troupe ahe and Dawn Elder, manager of the
and & company that does traditional  Adam Basns Middle Eaglern Dance

dances from the Arabic Middle East C y were working together on
will share the stnge for whai they are anolber project when the idea of
calling “Dehka for Peace.™ callabarating came Lo them.

I'mi botiing thot & group of dancers The debika they will be doing ina
in Southern Califormia will hawe traditional Brse danee that is Arabic in
virtunlly no impact on Arab-lerssli origin but kas been adopled in larssl

Slllm_lm."' turmedl in the Midelle East But (f this  as wedl, Traditionally, it was
DA S eollnboration has hitle (o dowith performed in hopes of increasing the
PATRICIAWARD  pesceinthe global sense, it hasalot to  fertility of the earth and to cepebrate
RIEDERMAN do with pnother worthwhile the harves). Today, people tend Lo
aspiration—hope, And the joint break into n debla an such happy

program dhoald be a lively, coloriil cocasons a5 8 wedding or the birth aof
remdnder that people coming to this u child,

country don’t have ta bring Aceording to Benson, the first thing

leng-standing cultural snmitles with the brauipes [eamed about each other

them. v how diffesently they did the
Grenie Benson is mansping dirsctor Please see SPOTLIGHT, BY

Cancers i “Dabka for Peaca™ aim o fogter & spirit of hope,
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SPOTLIGHT Dancing Across Cultural Divide

dehi;a.

“They have wames in their
ihebicn, which surprised us becsuse
our debka isa lins of men. They
wear shoes, we don'L wear ghoes,
And, in theirs, the guy on the end
halils lie hamed oGt. In ours, the
man a6 Lhe end halds his hand on

actually perform
part of (44 kalf of the program,
Keshet Chalm (which (s Hebrew for
"Radnbow of Life™) will do an
[erneli-style debka that pellects
influsnces from the Arab
oountries (rom which

leraelis cams,

Their debka will plso reflect the
fat, an Benson painted out, thsd
Keahet Chaim b4 “a contemporary
campary hased on tradition.”
Undar the prtistic direction of
Exian Avisar, whio i3 alsa (ks
ehareagrapher, the troups bormows
{rom tradition bul doesn'L worship
it. lemdelhutelydmmuhlde
by the dictum; “No now stepe”™

Adam Hasma's will
pesform a trie, traditional Arahic
debla.

" Al my nusnbers are authentic,”
expluined Basma, wio wus born in
Beiral. “They take you to i willage

i one of the Arib cotuntries,"

"Wndn:l:mthhu
e ent-hiased Bul [3n't
indigenous to anyors," Banson
said., “It's a combination of their
moves anid our moves,”

Keshel Chaim chose Tsmicl's
colara for their comumes, while
Basma's dancers (he's both artistic
director and choreographer) opled
far the ralnbow,

“All e peaple will be b blue
and white, and they'll be in the
costumaes of all their different
ciiltisres,” Benson skdd.

The media had been far more
intepested in this program than in
st of thedr shows—obviously
Beraisie af the notion of Arabs and
Jewas—some lke Avisar, borm ln
[zrupl—aharing the stage at o time
whin the mddlEEhnmuﬂnmu
e roiled and divided.

In fact, Benson said, the troupes

M'H‘Lllkbdpﬂlkh.mkﬂltw.h
each other, They talked dance,

A conscions effort was made to
keip politics off the program. No
[erned pfficial will speak before the
performances, a8 aften hnppens
when Keshet Chaim performs
alane, And while this is a
collnberation, it doean't reflect the

elimination of all differences

The Keshet Chiim dancer
didn’t want to perfarm to
traditicnal Arabic debls msske,
Bensan sadd, so the Rrale will
feature what she describes as world
muigic, 4 fusbon peece that was
ncceptable to both traupes.

“I'm gure some of the dancers on
both sides had feelings—about
thedr artistic ty, for
example—lit it sy 1t an

Thelr joint rehesreals wers
Erseredly—and spiriied, .

'IMHHMI
eneegy in Lhe room.” Bendon gajd.

Whatewer 15 orlgin, traditbaral
dance tends ta be marked by
spontanerus whoops and cries, AL
one point, Basma's dancers were
rehearaing and every once inn
while, cne af them would shout

to Camgp Adonbm in Simi Valley asa
child, dossn't vet know whether

she will be dalng the deblks
Baturday and Sunday.

A pouple of weeks g0, she was
perfarming in Texns and seriously
aprained her ankle an stage,

“T came down off & lft and
landed on Eytan's [oot,” she sxid,

She hopped off stage in agony,
Usanlly, she's the person who
speaks ai the end of pach 1
gt pt e

ke people. nio ane
ihe men in the
mwumedh!hﬂmm
to sy the troupe’s thank yous.

Benson thinks the collaboration
was valuahls, sven i it dosan't
change the warld.

“Ifwe hadn't dono Lhe phes
togeihar, we wouldn't hane had
that situation where we had to
understand each other and come to

“Diebka for Peace” will v
performed of bhe New Performing
Arts Cender af CSUN on Soturday
at 8:30 pom. and Sunday at 2 poa.
and 7:30 pe For Hekets, call C5IY
af (818) 677-2488, Keshe! Chaim af
(818) TR4-0344 or Adam Basma's
Irompeal (123 034-0403,

Spotiight runs sach Friday. Patricia

Ward Bladerman can ba reached at
vailey.newa@intimes. com,
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