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u.s. dancers open 
Arad song festival 

n,· UEN L YNJ.'IELD 
Fo~ Th£' .Jerusalem Post 

ARAD - The Kesllet Ilavim dance 
group from Los Angeles gave a 
striking performance at the opening 
of th~ Arab-llchrcw SOllg Festival 
here last nigllt. 

Decked out in colourful Middle 
Eastern-style clothing, the 20 danc­
ers enchanted thousands of spect;l­
tors with a spirited performance of 
their original dance, "The Oriental 
Suite!' 

The numher. combining elcmcnts 
of Israeli, Arab and shepherd-style 
music, was specialJy choreographed 
for the group's trip to Israel, which 
began with a performance in Car­
mie) last week . 

"We are very happy to be here to 
try to lift up everyone's spirits. It is 
important that people here don't get 
too depresscd about the political sit­
uation," said Evtan Avisar, thc 
group's chorcognipher. 

Thc Los Angeles dancers wcrc 
joined by talcilted groups from New 
York, Boston and Vancouvcr. 

The music festival is expected to 
draw a record 70,000 spectators to 
Arad ovcr the next threc days, ac­
cording to Arad Mayor A vraham 
Shokhat. 

The festival is pint of the larger EI 
Hancgcv festival, which includes a 
rock concert at Massada today and a 
"Songs from the Third World" festi­
val in Park Eshkol near Ofakim 
tonight. 

In Arad. festivities will continue 
this morning with the "intcrnational 
hot-air balloon goodwill fiesta" fea­
turing aviators from 15 countries. 


